
 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNNYVALE HOMEOWNERS:  

INTERESTED IN BUILDING AN 

ACCESSORY 

DWELLING 

UNIT? 

An Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is an independent residential dwelling 
unit (also known as a granny flat, in-law unit, or second unit) that is located 
on the same property as a single-family dwelling. An ADU must include 
permanent sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation facilities. An ADU can be 
either detached or attached to the primary dwelling unit. 
 

Why Build an ADU?  
• To provide an affordable housing option for friends, colleagues, or 

anyone seeking rental housing.   

• For aging relatives who need to be near family but want to maintain 
independence and privacy.  

• For young adults who want to live near where they grew up but can’t 
afford local housing prices.  

• To supplement income. 
 

Next Steps: 
• Talk to your family members, tax advisor, and/or legal counsel about 

possibly making this change to your property. 

• For any additional questions on zoning, permits and fees, contact 
Planning staff at the One-Stop Permit Center. 

• For any additional questions on building and utility requirements, 
permits and fees, contact Building Staff at (408) 730-7444. 
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Community Development 

Department  

Planning Division 

408-730-7440 

Planning@sunnyvale.ca.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
TWO TYPES OF ADUS:  

• Standard Accessory 
Dwelling Units (SADU); 

• Junior Accessory 
Dwelling Units (JADU) 

 
ADU TO CONSIDER: 

• Attached vs. Detached 
vs. Conversion ADUs 

• SADU vs. JADU 

• Streamlined vs. Non-
streamlined processing 

• Site-built vs. “Pre-fab” or 
manufactured ADUs 

 
ARE YOU READY TO BECOME  
A LANDLORD? 
Learn how to become 
a landlord from Project 
Sentinel: 
Call (408) 946-6582 
or see Housing.org 
 
ADU RESOURCES: 
State of California ADU 
Website 
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http://housing.org/tenant-landlord-assistance/more-information-on-tenant-landlord-issues/
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PLANNING INFORMATION 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) 

 

General Requirements 
• Number Allowed: One standard accessory dwelling unit (SADU) and one junior accessory dwelling unit 

(JADU) (conversion) are allowed on each property. 
• Minimum Size: 150 sq. ft.; Maximum Size: See below. 
• Parking: No new parking is required for a new ADU. Replacement parking not required when existing 

garage is converted. When ADU parking is provided, it must meet standards for development. 
• Rental Restrictions: Cannot be used as short-term rental (e.g. Airbnb). 
• Architecture: Should maintain similar materials, colors, and appearance as the primary dwelling unit. 
• Entrances: The ADU must have a separate independent exterior access from the primary dwelling. The 

entrance to the ADU and the primary dwelling shall not be on the same wall plane facing the street. 
• Subdivision Not Allowed: Properties with ADUs cannot be subdivided to create separate ownership. 
• Garage Conversions: If the garage is converted to an ADU, it may affect expansion of the main unit 

SADU Requirements - Single-family Homes and Duplexes (All Residential Zoning Districts) 
• Maximum Size: 850 sq. ft. if one bedroom or 1,000 sq. ft., if two or more bedrooms. Attached ADU 

cannot be greater than 50% of the existing primary dwelling unit. 

• Setbacks: Side and Rear - 4 ft. min. (unless an easement would prohibit these setbacks). Front and 
reducible front yard as per zoning requirements. Detached SADUs are not allowed in the front yard. 

• Height (max): Detached - 16 ft.; Attached - as per Sunnyvale Municipal Code and Design Review. 
(Detached SADU height is the vertical distance from the average finished grade within five feet of the 
accessory structure to the highest point of the accessory building.)  

• Level of Review: SADUs do not count towards the 45% FAR or 3,600 sq. ft. threshold requirements for 
Planning Commission review. 

• Second Story ADUs: Only allowed above the primary dwelling unit. 

• Owner Occupancy: Owner occupancy (deed restriction) is not required.  

• Traffic Impact Fee (TIF): TIF is required if the ADU is 750 sq. ft. or greater. The fee is calculated 
proportional to the size of the primary dwelling. 

• Reconstruction: Reconstruction of an existing permitted accessory structure is allowed in the same 
location and at the same dimensions if fire/building safety requirements can be met.  

• Other Requirements: Must meet applicable Building, Fire, and Public Works requirements (See Pg. 4). 
Streamlined SADU Permits 

Building Permit Only (no Planning Permit) 
Must meet the following to be streamlined: 

• Detached new construction SADUs:  
▪ 800 sq. ft. maximum 
▪ 4 ft. side and rear yard minimum setbacks  
▪ 16 ft. height max (to tallest point) 

• SADU created through conversion of existing 
permitted sq. ft.  
▪ No maximum size 
▪ May include up to 150 sq. ft. new 

construction but ONLY if modifications 
related to ingress/egress are required. 

 

Non-Streamlined SADUs 
Planning Permit and Building Permit 

• MPP (Planning Permit) required for:  
▪ Attached SADUs that involve new construction 

beyond the 150-sq. ft. allowed for ingress and 
egress purposes. 

▪ Detached SADUs larger than 800 sq. ft. 

• Design Review (Planning Permit) required for: 
▪ SADUs developed in conjunction with a new 

single-story, single-family dwelling  
▪ Second story SADUs involving new construction 

require a Design Review with Notice sent to 
neighbors within 300 ft. 

• For SADUs greater than 800 sq. ft., development 
standards (lot coverage, required rear yard 
encroachment, architectural review, etc.) will apply. 
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JADU Requirements 

 
• Streamlined Review: - All JADUs are eligible for streamlined review process through issuance of a Building 

Permit only. 
• Created from Converted Space: Must be converted from existing space in the primary dwelling unit. 
• Maximum size: 500 sq. ft. 
• Independent Kitchen: Must have an independent kitchen. 
• Bathroom: Can share a bathroom with the primary dwelling unit.  

• Owner Occupancy Required/Deed Restriction (JADU Only): The property owner must live in either the 
JADU or the primary dwelling.  Prior to issuance of the building permit, the property owner shall sign and 
record a deed restriction that states that the property shall be owner-occupied from the date of recordation 
as long as the JADU remains on the property. The deed restriction forms and recordation instructions will be 
provided by the Planning Division. 

• Not a Separate Dwelling: Not considered a separate dwelling and not subject to fire separation 
requirements for new units. 

• Utilities: No new or separate utility connection and/or associated fee may be charged. 
 

 

Additional Resources: 

• The complete Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance can be found in Chapter 19.79 of Title 19 of the 
Sunnyvale Municipal Code. 

• For more information regarding FAR, lot coverage, setbacks, height and more, refer to:  
Things To Know About Additions, New Construction of Single-Family/Duplex Homes 
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BUILDING, FIRE, PUBLIC WORKS INFORMATION 

Building permits are required for all ADUs to ensure safe construction and conformance with code 
requirements. Contact the One Stop Permit Center’s Building Safety Division at 408-730-7444 for 
additional information.  

▪ Fire Sprinkler System is not required for a detached SADU so long as the 
primary dwelling unit does not have an existing fire sprinkler system. A Fire 
sprinkler system is required if the new attached SADU’s living space is 
greater than 50% of the existing building’s living space or there is an existing 
fire sprinkler system in the primary dwelling unit. 
 

▪ Utility Hookups are not required for ADUs converted from existing sq. ft.; 
however, a utility fee may be required for new or expanded SADUs. If the 
primary dwelling unit is low occupancy (2-bedroom or fewer) and an SADU is 
constructed, then the property will be considered standard occupancy (3-
bedroom or more) and current incremental sewer and water connection fees 
will be required. New attached ADUs may connect to the existing drain 
system. If both main house and ADU exceed 3 water closets total, building 
sewer, building drain including horizontal branches to be upgraded to a 4” 
line with building and property line cleanouts. (See side bar for more 
information.) 
 

▪ New Heating and Water Heating System that is completely independent 
from any existing heating system at primary residence is required for new 
attached or detached SADUs. 
 

▪ 100 AMP Subpanel with a readily accessible disconnecting means is 
minimum requirement for new SADUs. Existing primary residence shall have 
a minimum of 200amp main electrical panel to accommodate new SADU 
electrical Loads. If the existing main electrical panel is less than 200amps, 
applicant shall verify with PG&E to make sure a panel upgrade of 200 amps is 
feasible.  
 

▪ 1-Hour Fire Rated Construction Wall is required between an attached SADU 
(conversion and addition) and the primary residence.  Detached SADUs 
located 5’ from any property line shall be fire rated construction. If an 
interior door is proposed between the main building and the attached SADU, 
such door shall be 45-minute fire rated, self-closing and self-latching. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

One-Stop Permit Center at City Hall, 456 W. Olive Ave., 408-730-7444 
Building and Planning Division representatives are available 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sunnyvale.ca.gov – Search “Planning and Building” 

 

Page 4 of 4      1/2020 

Transportation Impact 
Fee (TIF) is required 
for SADUs 750 sq. ft. 
or greater and must 
be paid when 
submitting for a 
building permit.  
 

School Impact Fees 
apply for new ADUs 
(attached or 
detached) greater 
than 500 sq. ft. living 
space and shall be 
paid to the associated 
school district. 

 
Main Sewer Line for 
New Detached SADU 
shall not pass thru 
existing primary 
building, but shall 
combine with primary 
lateral onsite. Note: 
Gas and water lines 
may pass thru existing 
primary building with 
separate shut off 
valves. so long as 
existing gas and water 
lines are sized 
adequately to 
accommodate new 
BTU’s and water flow 
demand. Verify with 
PG&E to make sure 
existing gas meter is 
capable of servicing 
additional BTU 
demands. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Sunnyvale is operating under Ordinance 3155-20 effective on Dec 10, 2019 

The above is the summary of the urgency ordinance. Please find below Ordinance 3155-20 in its 

entirety. 



URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 3155-20 

AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF SUNNYVALE EXTENDING UNTIL 
FEBRUARY 6, 2020, THE ZONING REGULATIONS 
ADOPTED BY URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 3153-19 ON 
DECEMBER 10, 2019, PERTAINING TO ACCESSORY 
DWELLING UNITS. 

WHEREAS, on December 10, 2019, pursuant to Government Code 65858, the City 
Council of the City of Sunnyvale at a duly noticed public meeting took testimony and adopted 
Urgency Ordinance No. 3153-19, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and 
incorporated by reference, that imposed, for a period of 45 days (until January 24, 2020), certain 
zoning regulations pertaining to accessory dwelling units; and 

WHEREAS, on December 10, 2019, the City Council of the City of Sunnyvale also 
adopted the same regulations by regular ordinance; however, due to the intervening holidays, the 
ordinance will not be presented for a second reading until January 7, 2020, and will not go into 
effect until February 6, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the urgency created by the State of California's adoption of the legislation 
known as Assembly Bill 881, Assembly Bill 68, and Senate Bill 13, going into effect on January 
1, 2020, will exist after the initial urgency ordinance expires on January 24, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, if the urgency ordinance is not extended, then from the period of time 
between January 24, 2020, and February 6, 2020, the City will not have an ordinance in effect 
governing accessory dwelling units that complies with state law; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to extend the urgency ordinance until the regular 
ordinance goes into effect on February 6, 2020; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SUNNYVALE DOES 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The regulations pertaining to accessory dwelling units adopted by Urgency 
Ordinance No. 3153-19, attached hereto as Exhibit A", are extended and shall remain in full 
force and effect until February 6, 2020. 

SECTION 2. The provisions of Urgency Ordinance No. 3153-19, attached hereto as 
Exhibit A", previously identified as Chapter 19.77 of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code, are 
hereby renumbered Chapter 19. 79 with no changes to the text. 

SECTION 3. CEQA - EXEMPTION. The City Council finds that this ordinance is 
statutorily exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Section 21080.17 of the Public Resources Code, which provides that CEQA does not 
apply to the adoption of an Accessory Dwelling Unit ordinance to implement the provisions of 
Section 65852.2 of the Government Code. In addition, the action being considered does not 
constitute a "project" within the meaning of the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) as these changes have no potential for 
resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable 
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indirect physical change in the environment. The Council therefore directs that the Planning 
Division may file a Notice of Exemption with the Santa Clara County Clerk in accordance with 
the Sunnyvale Guidelines for the implementation of CEQA adopted by Resolution No. 118-04. 

SECTION 4. CONSTITUTIONALITY; SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision or 
decisions shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City 
Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, 
sentence, clause and phrase thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid. 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty 
(30) days from and after the date of its adoption. 

SECTION 6. POSTING AND PUBLICATION. The City Clerk is directed to cause 
copies of this ordinance to be posted in three (3) prominent places in the City of Sunnyvale and 
to cause publication once in The Sun, the official publication of legal notices of the City of 
Sunnyvale, of a notice setting forth the date of adoption, the title of this ordinance, and a list of 
places where copies of this ordinance are posted, within fifteen (15) days after adoption of this 
ordinance. 

Introduced and adopted as an Urgency Ordinance at a regular meeting of the City Council held 
on January 14, 2020, by the following vote: 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
RECUSAL: 

ATTEST: 

KLEIN, MELTON, LARSSON, HENDRICKS, SMITH, GOLDMAN, FONG 
NONE 
NONE 
NONE 
NONE 

APPROVED: 

DAVID CARNAHAN 
City Clerk 
Date of Attestation: To,nua 2l,2 02 92 

LARRY KLEIN 
Mayor 

(SEAL) 

a:: 
Rici Tio0 
Sr. Assistant City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 

URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 3153-19 

AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF SUNNYVALE TO REPEAL SECTION 
19.68.040, TO ADD CHAPTER 19.77 (ACCESSORY 
DWELLING UNITS), AND TO MAKE OTHER RELATED 
CHANGES TO PROVISIONS AFFECTING ACCESSORY 
DWELLING UNITS IN TITLE 19 (ZONING) OF THE 
SUNNYVALE MUNICIPAL CODE 

WHEREAS, on October 19, 2019, the state of California enacted legislation known as 
Assembly Bill 881, Assembly Bill 68, and Senate Bill 13, which, among other things, amended 
Section 65852.2 of the Government Code pertaining to accessory dwelling units; and 

WHEREAS, the amendments to Section 65852.2 become effective on January 1, 2020; 
and 

WHEREAS, Government Code Section 65852.2(a)(3), as amended, provides that in the 
event that a local agency has an existing accessory dwelling unit ordinance that fails to meet the 
requirements of Section 65852.2, that ordinance shall be null and void unless and until the 
agency adopts an ordinance that complies with this section; and 

WHEREAS, on December 10, 2019, the City Council adopted amendments to Sunnyvale 
Municipal Code 19.68.040 pertaining to accessory dwelling units and made related changes to 
the Sunnyvale Municipal Code (Ordinance No. 3153-19) in order to make the City's regulations 
of accessory dwelling units consistent with Government Code Section 65852.2 as amended; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant Government Code Section 36937, a non-urgency ordinance 
becomes effective 30 days after the date of adoption; and 

WHEREAS, Government Code Section 65858 provides that a city may adopt an urgency 
interim ordinance by a four-fifths vote where necessary to protect the public health, safety and 
welfare, in order to prohibit uses that may be in conflict with a contemplated zoning proposal of 
the legislative body, which ordinance shall expire 45 days after adoption unless extended by the 
legislative body; and 

WHEREAS, if the City does not adopt an urgency ordinance to amend the Sunnyvale 
Municipal Code in order to make the City's regulations of accessory dwelling units consistent 
with Government Code Section 65852.2, there is a possibility that the City's existing ordinance 
would be deemed to be null and void as of January 1, 2020, until the date that the regular 
ordinance becomes effective, and applications for accessory dwelling units filed during that 
period would not be subject to any of the City's regulations, which would be detrimental to the 
public health, safety and welfare. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SUNNYVALE DOES 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
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SECTION 1. SECTION 19.12.010 AMENDED. Section 19.12.020 ("A") of Chapter 
19 .12 (Definitions) of Title 19 (Zoning) is hereby amended to read as follows: 

19.12.020. +A" 

(I) [Text unchanged] 

(2) "Accessory dwelling unit" means an independent residential dwelling unit located 
on the same lot as a single-family dwelling, or which is added to a lot containing an existing 
multi-family dwelling structure. An accessory dwelling unit includes an efficiency unit as 
defined in California Health and Safety Code Section 17958.1 and a manufactured home as 
defined in California Health and Safety Code Section 18007. Types of accessory dwelling units 
include: 

(a) Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit. An accessory dwelling unit that is 
entirely contained within the walls of a single-family dwelling, is no more than 
500 square feet gross floor area in size, and includes provisions for living, 
sleeping, eating, and cooking. A junior accessory dwelling unit may have separate 
sanitation facilities, or may share sanitation facilities with the single-family 
dwelling. 

(b) Standard Accessory Dwelling Unit. An attached or detached accessory 
dwelling unit that includes pennanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, 
cooking, and sanitation. 

SECTION 2. TABLE 19.18.030 AMENDED. Table 19.18.030 of Chapter 19.18 
(Permitted, Conditionally Pennitted and Prohibited Uses in Residential Zoning Districts) of Title 
19 (Zoning) of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

TABLE 19.18.030 
Permitted, Conditionally Permitted and Prohibited Uses in Residential 

Zoning Districts 

In the table, the letters and symbols are defined as follows: 
P = Permitted use 
MPP = Miscellaneous Plan Permit required 
UP= Use Permit required 
SDP = Special Development Permit required 
N = Not permitted, prohibited 

RESIDENTIAL ZONING R-O/R-I R-1.5 R R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-MH 
DISTRICTS l.7/PD 
1.-4. [Text unchanged] 
5. Accessory Uses 
A. Accessory dwelling units See 19.77 See See See 19.77 See See See N 

19.77 19.77 19.77 19.77 19.77 
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I B.-0. 
6.-7. pye=gg han ed 
' [Text unchanged] 
'Only as allowed by Chapter 19.77 in conjunction with an existing or proposed single-family dwelling or an existing multifamily 
dwelling structure. 
+© [Text unchanged] 

SECTION 3. TABLE 19.28.080 AMENDED. Table 19.28.080 of Chapter 19.28 
(Downtown Specific Plan District) of Title 19 (Zoning) of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

TABLE 19.28.080 
Permitted, Conditionally Permitted and Prohibited Uses in Residential DSP 

Blocks 

In the table, the letters and symbols are defined as follows: 
P= Permitted use 
MPP = Miscellaneous Plan Permit required 
UP = Use Permit required 
SDP = Special Development Permit required 
N= Not permitted, prohibited 

DSP 4,5, 14, 15, 16, 6, 10a 8,9,10, 11, 12, 8a 8b, 9a 
RESIDENTIAL 23 17 

BLOCKS 
1.-3. [Text unchanged] 
4. Accessorv Uses 
A. Accessory See 19.77+ See 19.77+ See 19.77° See 19.77+ See 19.77+ 

Dwelling Units 
B.-D. [Text unchanged] 
5.-6. [Text unchanged] 
'3 [Text unchanged] 
Only as allowed by Chapter 19.77 in conjunction with an existing or proposed single-family dwelling unit or an existing 
multifamily dwelling structure. 

SECTION 4. TABLE 19.28.140 AMENDED. Table 19.28.140 of Chapter 19.28 
(Downtown Specific Plan District) of Title 19 (Zoning) of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 
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TABLE 19.28.140 
Parking Requirements 

Number of Parking Maximum Percentage of 
Land Use Spaces Required Compact Spaces Allowed 
Single-Family Residential 1 covered + 1 uncovered None 

[Text in following rows unchanged} 

SECTION 5. SECTION 19.40.020 AMENDED. Section 19.40.020 (General 
requirements) of Chapter 19.40 (Accessory Structures) of Title 19 (Zoning) of the Sunnyvale 
Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

19.40.020. General requirements. 

(a)- (f) [Text unchanged] 

SECTION 6. SECTION 19.46.060 AMENDED. Section 19.46.060 (Parking for 
single-family and two-family dwellings) of Chapter 19.46 (Parking) of Title 19 (Zoning) 
of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

19.46.050. Parking for single-family and two-family dwellings. 

(a) (d) [Text unchanged] 

(e) Garage or Carport Conversion. As provided in Chapter 19.77 (Accessory 
Dwelling Units), replacement parking is not required when a garage or 
carport is converted to an accessory dwelling unit, or demolished for the 
purpose of constructing an accessory dwelling unit. Otherwise, conversion 
of a garage or carport to a non-parking use requires review through a 
miscellaneous plan permit, which shall be conditioned on replacement of 
each converted space by a covered space that meets current standards. 

SECTION 7. SECTION 19.68.040 REPEALED. Section 19.68.040 (Accessory 
Dwelling Units) of Chapter 19.68 (Mobile, Accessory, and Single Room Occupancy Living 
Units) of Title 19 (Zoning) of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 8. SECTION 19.76.040 AMENDED. Section 19.76.040 (Hosted short-term 
rentals-General requirements) of Chapter 19. 7 6 (Short- Term Rental of Residential Property) of 
Title 19 (Zoning) of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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19. 76.040. Hosted short-term rentals-General requirements 

(a)(l) - (3) [Text unchanged] 

(4) The host shall reside on-site throughout the lodgers' stay. To reside on-site means 
that the property being used for short-term rentals is the host's primary residence 
and the host uses the property for purposes of eating, sleeping, and other activities 
of daily living during the time periods that lodgers are present. Lodgers may also 
stay in one dwelling unit of a two-family dwelling if the host resides in the other 
dwelling unit. 

(5) Accessory dwelling units approved on or after January 1, 2020, shall not be used 
for short-term rentals. An accessory dwelling unit that was approved prior to 
January 1, 2020, may be used as a short term rental if the host resides on the lot 
that contains the accessory dwelling unit. 

(6)- (10) [Renumbered; text unchanged] 

SECTION 9. CHAPTER 19.77 ADDED. Chapter 19.77 (Accessory Dwelling Units) of 
Title 19 (Zoning) of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code is hereby added to read as follows: 

Chapter 19.77 Accessory Dwelling Units 

19.77.010. Purpose 

The city council finds that the city is experiencing a severe shortage of housing, 
especially affordable housing, and that facilitating the development of accessory dwelling 
units will increase the housing options for family members, seniors, low-wage workers, 
persons with disabilities, students and others in the community. Because accessory 
dwelling units are an essential component of the city's housing supply, an accessory 
dwelling unit that conforms to all applicable requirements shall not be considered to 
exceed the allowable density for the lot upon which it is located, and is deemed to be a 
residential use that is consistent with the existing general plan and zoning designations 
for the lot. 

19.77.020. Requirements applicable to all accessory dwelling units 

The following requirements apply to all accessory dwelling units. 

(a) Building requirements. All otherwise applicable requirements of Title 16 
(Buildings and Construction) shall be satisfied. However, accessory dwelling units shall 
not be required to provide fire sprinklers unless required for the single-family home or 
multifamily dwelling structure. Occupancy of the accessory dwelling unit shall not be 
allowed until the city approves occupancy of the primary dwelling. 

(b) Design. Exterior materials, colors and appearance of accessory dwelling units 
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shall match the primary structures on the same lot. 

( c) Entrances. The accessory dwelling unit shall have independent exterior access 
from the single-family dwelling. The entrance to the unit and the entrance to the single 
family dwelling shall not be on the same wall plane facing the public street. 

(d) Parking. No offstreet parking spaces are required for an accessory dwelling unit, 
and the applicant shall not be required to replace any parking spaces that are removed or 
demolished as a result of the construction of the accessory dwelling unit. 

(e) Subdivisions. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to permit subdivisions 
of real property otherwise prohibited by this code or state law. 

(f) Sale and rental. An accessory dwelling unit may be rented separately from the 
single-family dwelling or multifamily dwelling structure, but may not be sold or 
otherwise conveyed separately from the other dwellings on the lot. An accessory 
dwelling unit approved on or after January 1, 2020, shall not be used as a short-term 
rental. 

(g) Other legal requirements. Accessory dwelling units shall comply with all other 
applicable legal requirements that are not inconsistent with this chapter. 

19.77.030. Streamlined approval of certain accessory dwelling units 

The director shall ministerially approve a building permit application to create an 
accessory dwelling unit that meets the following requirements. 

(a) The lot contains an existing or proposed single-family dwelling or an existing 
multifamily dwelling structure. 

(b) Number of units allowed. 

(1) Single-family. On lots that contain an existing or proposed single-family 
dwelling, 

(A) No more than one accessory dwelling unit is allowed per lot, 
except as provided in 19.77.030(b(1(B), below. 

(B) One junior accessory dwelling unit that is within the walls of the 
single-family dwelling and meets the requirements of subsection ( c) of this 
section may be combined with one detached, standard accessory dwelling 
unit that is either: 

(i) Created pursuant to subsection (d) of this section, or, 

(ii) Created pursuant to section 19.77.040, as long as the 
accessory dwelling unit is not more than 800 square feet. 

(2) Multi-family. On lots that contain an existing multifamily dwelling 
structure, 
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(B) One or more accessory dwelling units may be created by 
converting interior non-liveable space under subsection ( e) of this section. 
The maximum number of accessory dwelling units so created shall not 
exceed 25% of the total number of dwelling units in the existing 
multifamily structure. 

(c) Interior space within single-family dwellings. 

(1) The lot contains an existing or proposed single-family dwelling. 

(2) The accessory dwelling unit is located: 

(A) Entirely within the interior space of the existing or proposed 
single-family dwelling, or 

(B) Within the interior space of an existing accessory structure and 
may include an expansion of not more than 150 square feet beyond the 
physical dimensions of the existing structure for the sole purpose of 
accommodating ingress and egress. 

(3) The total floor space of the unit is at least 150 square feet. 

( 4) The unit has exterior access independent from the existing residence. 

( 5) The side and rear setbacks are sufficient for fire safety and life safety. 

(6) Junior accessory dwelling units. The following additional requirements 
apply to junior accessory dwelling units. 

(A) A junior accessory dwelling unit shall be no more than 500 square 
feet gross floor area in size and must be contained entirely within the walls 
of an existing single-family dwelling. 

(B) The unit may have separate sanitation facilities, or may share 
sanitation facilities with the single-family dwelling. If sanitation facilities 
are shared, there must be a connecting interior door between the junior 
accessory dwelling unit and the single-family dwelling. 

(C) The unit shall include cooking appliances, food preparation 
counter, sink, and storage cabinets that are of reasonable size in relation to 
the size of the junior accessory dwelling unit. 

(D) The unit shall not be considered a separate or new dwelling for 
purposes of fire safety or life safety. 

(E) An accessory dwelling unit that was constructed as a standard 
accessory dwelling unit shall not be treated as a junior accessory dwelling 
unit for purposes of this chapter unless the owner complies with the 
owner-occupancy restrictions in section 19.77.050. 

( d) Newly constructed, detached accessory dwelling units. 

(1) The lot contains either: 
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(A) An existing or proposed single-family dwelling, or 
(B) An existing multi-family dwelling structure. 

(2) The accessory dwelling unit consists of entirely new construction. 

(3) Setbacks. Minimum four-foot side and rear-yard setbacks are required; 
however, setbacks of less than four feet are allowed if the accessory dwelling unit 
is constructed in the same location and to the same dimensions as an existing 
structure that is demolished for the purpose of constructing the accessory dwelling 
unit. 

( 4) Size. The total floor area of the unit is at least 150 square feet gross floor 
area and not more than 800 square feet gross floor area. 

(5) Height. The height of the unit as measured from within five feet of the 
structure is not more than 16 feet from the ground to the highest point on the roof. 

(6) Location. A detached unit shall not be located in front of a single-family 
dwelling or in the required front setback of a multifamily dwelling. 

(e) Conversions of interior space within a multifamily dwelling structure. 

( 1) The lot contains an existing multifamily dwelling structure. 

(2) The accessory dwelling unit is created within portions of the structure not 
used as liveable space, including, but not limited to, storage rooms, boiler rooms, 
passageways, attics, basements, or garages, as long as the unit meets building 
standards for dwellings. 

(3) An accessory dwelling unit shall not be created within any portion of the 
habitable area of an existing dwelling unit in a multifamily dwelling structure. 

(f) Applicants shall not be required to correct non-conforming zoning conditions as a 
condition of approval of an accessory dwelling unit meeting the requirements of this 
section. Nothing in this section shall preclude the city from taking any other legally 
available actions to enforce the provisions of this code. 

(g) The applicant shall comply with applicable provisions of this chapter regarding 
owner-occupancy, impact fees, and utility connections. 

19.77.040. Accessory dwelling units that do not qualify for streamlined approval. 

A miscellaneous plan permit is required for any accessory dwelling unit that does not 
meet the criteria for streamlined approval in section 19.77.030. The director shall 
ministerially approve a miscellaneous plan permit for an accessory dwelling unit that 
meets the following requirements: 

(a) The lot contains an existing or proposed single-family dwelling located in the R- 
O, R-1, R-1 .5, R-1.7/PD, R-2, or residential DSP zoning districts. 

(b) Only one accessory dwelling unit is allowed per lot, except as allowed by section 
19.77.030(b)(l)(B). 
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(c) The total size of the accessory dwelling unit is: 

( 1) Minimum size. No less than 150 square feet gross floor area. 

(2) Maximum size. No more than 850 square feet gross floor area, or 1,000 
square feet gross floor area if the unit has two bedrooms. However, if the 
accessory dwelling unit is attached to an existing single-family dwelling, the floor 
area of the accessory dwelling unit shall not exceed 50% of the existing single 
family dwelling. 

(3) Height. The height of the unit as measured from within five feet of the 
structure is not more than 16 feet from the ground to the highest point on the roof, 
except that an accessory dwelling unit may be located on the second floor of a 
newly constructed or expanded single-family dwelling that meets the following 
requirements: 

(A) The lot is not located in a single-story overlay zone. 

(B) The proposed project meets all requirements of this code 
applicable to second-story construction or additions including, but not 
limited to, second-floor setbacks and solar shading. 

(C) If the entrance to the accessory dwelling unit is above the first 
floor, it is not on the same building elevation as the entrance to the single 
family dwelling. 

( d) Setbacks. 

(1) Minimum four-foot side and rear-yard setbacks are required; however, 
setbacks of less than four feet are allowed under the following circumstances: 

(A) Existing livable space or an existing accessory structure is 
converted to an accessory dwelling unit or portion of an accessory 
dwelling unit, or 

(B) The accessory dwelling unit is constructed in the same location and 
to the same dimensions as an existing structure that is demolished for the 
purpose of constructing the accessory dwelling unit. 

(2) A detached unit shall not be located in front of the single-family dwelling. 

( e) Applicants may be required to correct non-conforming zoning conditions on the 
lot before approval of the accessory dwelling unit. 

(f) All other applicable zoning requirements in Title 19 shall be satisfied, including, 
but not limited to, lot coverage, floor area ratio, open space, and design review, as long as 
those requirements permit construction of an accessory dwelling unit that is at least 800 
square feet gross floor area in size, at least 16 feet in height measured from within five 
feet of the structure from the ground to the highest point on the roof, with at least four 
foot side and rear setbacks, and which complies with all other applicable development 
standards. 
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(h) The applicant shall comply with applicable provisions of this chapter regarding 
owner-occupancy, impact fees, and utility connections. 

19. 77.050. Owner-occupancy restrictions 

(a) With respect to a lot containing a junior accessory dwelling unit, one of the 
dwellings on the lot must be the bona fide principal residence of at least one legal owner 
of the lot, as evidenced at the time of building permit approval by appropriate documents 
of title and residency. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall 
provide evidence that a covenant has been recorded on the title of the affected property 
stating that one of the dwelling units on the lot shall remain owner occupied. Owner 
occupancy is not required if the owner is a governmental agency, land trust, or housing 
organization. 

(b) With respect to a lot containing a standard accessory dwe11ing unit, for 
applications received after January 1, 2025, one of the dwellings on the lot must be the 
bona fide principal residence of at least one legal owner of the lot containing the 
dwelling, as evidenced at the time of building permit approval by appropriate documents 
of title and residency. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall 
provide evidence that a covenant has been recorded on the title of the affected property 
stating that one of the dwelling units on the lot shall remain owner occupied. 

19.77.060. Utility connections 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), an accessory dwelling unit may be required 
to have a new or separate utility connection directly between the accessory dwelling unit 
and the utility. The city council may adopt by resolution a connection fee or capacity 
charge that is proportionate to the burden of the proposed accessory dwelling unit upon 
the water and sewer system. The fee may be based upon either the square feet of the 
accessory dwelling unit or its drainage fixture unit (DFU) values, as defined in the 
Uniform Plumbing Code adopted and published by the International Association of 
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials. Such fees and charges shall not exceed the 
reasonable cost of providing the utility service. 

(b) The following accessory dwelling units shall be exempt from any requirement to 
install a new or separate utility connection and to pay any associated connection or 
capacity fees or charges: 

( l) Junior accessory dwelling units. 

(2) Standard accessory dwelling units converted from interior space under 
section 19.77.020(c), unless the unit is constructed with a new single-family 
home. 

19.77.070. Impact fees 
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(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), below, the city council may, by resolution, 
establish fees for accessory dwelling units that mitigate the impact of the accessory 
dwelling unit on public infrastructure and services. Such fees shall be imposed 
proportionally based on the square footage of the accessory dwelling unit in relation to 
the square footage of the primary dwelling unit. 

(b) No impact fees shall be imposed on an accessory dwelling unit that is less than 
750 square feet in size. For purposes of this section, "impact fees" include the fees 
specified in Sections 66000 and 66477 of the Government Code, but do not include 
utility connection fees or capacity charges. 

19.77.080. Permit review 

(a) The city shall act on the application to create an accessory dwelling unit within 60 
days from the date the city receives a completed application if there is an existing single 
family or multifamily dwelling on the lot. Incomplete applications will be returned with 
an explanation of what additional information is required, and the 60-day period shall be 
tolled until a complete application is submitted. 

(b) If the permit application to create an accessory dwelling unit is submitted with a 
permit application to create a new single-family dwelling on the lot, the city may delay 
acting on the permit application for the accessory dwelling unit until the permitting 
agency acts on the permit application to create the new single-family dwelling, but the 
application to create the accessory dwelling unit shall still be considered ministerially 
without discretionary review or a hearing. 

(c) If the applicant requests a delay, the 60-day time period shall be tolled for the 
period of the delay. 

19.77.090. Delay of enforcement of building standards 

(a) Prior to January I, 2030, the owner of an accessory dwelling unit that was built 
before January 1, 2020, may submit an application to the director requesting that 
correction of any violation of building standards be delayed for five years. For purposes 
of this section, "building standards" refers to those standards enforced by local agencies 
under the authority of Section 17960 of the California Health and Safety Code. 

(b) The director shall grant the application if the director determines that enforcement 
of the building standard is not necessary to protect health and safety. In making this 
determination, the director shall consult with the city's chief building official and fire 
marshal. 

(c) No applications pursuant to this section shall be approved on or after January 1, 
2030. However, any delay that was approved by the enforcement agency before January 
1, 2030, shall be valid for the full term of the delay that was approved at the time of the 
approval of the application. 

( d) Until January 1, 2030, any notice to correct a violation of building standard that is 
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issued to the owner of an accessory dwelling uni t built before January 1, 2020, shall 
include a statement that the owner has a right to request a delay in enforcement of the 
building standard for an accessory dwelling unit pursuant to this section. 

(e) This section shall remain in effect until January 1, 2035, and as of that date is 
repealed. 

SECTION 10. SECTION 19.82.020 AMENDED. Section 19.82.020 (When required) of 
Chapter 19.82 (Miscellaneous Plan Permit) of Title 19 (Zoning) of the Sunnyvale Municipal 
Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

19.82.020. When required. 

(a) General Reviews. 

(1) Accessory Dwelling Units. Accessory dwelling units described in 
19.77.040 shall be reviewed by the director of community development 
for compliance with the standards set forth in Chapter 19. 77. The permit 
shall be considered ministerially without discretionary review within the 
time frames required by Chapter 19.77; when the application is in 
compliance with the relevant standards, the permit shall be issued. The 
director's decision shall be final. 

(a)(2)-(25) 

(b)-(k) 

[Text unchanged] 

[Text unchanged] 

SECTION 1 I. CEQA - EXEMPTION. The City Council finds that this ordinance is 
statutorily exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Section 21080.17 of the Public Resources Code, which provides that CEQA does not 
apply to the adoption of an Accessory Dwelling Unit ordinance to implement the provisions of 
Section 65852.2 of the Government Code. In addition, the action being considered does not 
constitute a "project" within the meaning of the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 1506l(b)(3) as these changes have no potential for 
resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable 
indirect physical change in the environment. The Council therefore directs that the Planning 
Division may file a Notice of Exemption with the Santa Clara County Clerk in accordance with 
the Sunnyvale Guidelines for the implementation of CEQA adopted by Resolution No. 118-04. 

SECTION 12. CONSTITUTIONALITY; SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision or 
decisions shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City 
Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, 
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sentence, clause and phrase thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid. 

SECTION 13. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty 
(30) days from and after the date of its adoption. 

SECTION 14. POSTING AND PUBLICATION. The City Clerk is directed to cause 
copies of this ordinance to be posted in three (3) prominent places in the City of Sunnyvale and 
to cause publication once in The Sun, the official publication of legal notices of the City of 
Sunnyvale, of a notice setting forth the date of adoption, the title of this ordinance, and a list of 
places where copies of this ordinance are posted, within fifteen (15) days after adoption of this 
ordinance. 
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Introduced and adopted as an Urgency Ordinance at a regular meeting of the City Council held 
on December 10, 2019, by the following vote: 

A YES: KLEIN, MELTON, LARSSON, HENDRICKS, SMITH, GOLDMAN, FONG 
NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
RECUSAL: 

ATTEST: APPROVED: 

[selc Zhcawo 
,6ivib can±il' 
City Clerk 

Date of Attestation:_a//of 

(SEAL) 

LARRY Ky 
Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

.e 
Sr. Assistant City Attorney 
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